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Albany Pine Bush Preserve
Commission.
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Over the past year I have been buoyed by the work of the Albany Pine Bush
Preserve staﬀ and how they are con nually re-imagining ways to highlight
the uniqueness of the Preserve and expand their science and research of the
Pine Bush ﬂora and fauna. This work is made possible in-part by the Friends
of the Pine Bush Community, thru your dona ons and many hours of volunteering. And the APBP is s ll growing. The Commissions’ goal is to preserve
up to 5,380 acres from its current 3,350+ acres. With your con nued support, this goal can become a reality.
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While 2021 had its ups and downs, one thing we could all count on was a
quiet walk in the Preserve, par cipa ng in a volunteer or educa onal event
put on by the Commission staﬀ or enjoying a social ac vity oﬀered by the
Friends. Let’s con nue the work (and play) together!
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preserve is special!

Having lived near the Albany Pine Bush Preserve
(APBP) for as many years as I have, I know that I o en
take it for granted. How fortunate we are to have this
urban/suburban oasis, that traces its origins to receding glaciers of the last ice age, and in our own back
yard! The melted glaciers formed Lake Albany and
thousands of years later, we walk through an environment of sand dunes and inland pitch pine-scrub oak
barrens. If you are reading this, you know that this
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Star ng in 2020 the Board of Directors of the Friends set up two ad-hoc
commi ees that really blossomed in 2021. The Fundraising Commi ee
obtained several grants that enabled APBP staﬀ to purchase scien ﬁc
equipment and materials for trail maintenance and community programs.
Many dona ons were dedicated for future land purchases, as opportuni es
arise.
The Science Lecture Series, sponsored by the Friends, con nued almost every
month and included a Recap of the 2021 Field Season, a presenta on on
white-tailed deer, a webinar called, “a Romance with Spiders– their role in
eco-systems as top predators, and many other presenta ons and
par cipatory walks.
The Friends con nue to sponsor a Pine Bush Perspec ves Traveling Show
using previous years photographs and displaying them in public venues such
as libraries and community centers.
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Volunteers for Committees or the Board
During the year we were able to get more done with the help of some new Commi ee members who
brought some fresh ideas and energy to the Friends. Each brought their special skills and interests to the mix.
Should you have the me and inclina on we’d love to meet with you to discuss current ini a ves or new ideas. Whether you like to do outdoor or indoor projects we’d love to hear from you. Our overall goals are to
help maximize the use of the Preserve while at the same me protec ng it and helping Pine Bush Preserve
staﬀ in any way we can. We seek crea ve programs, ways to spread the word about how unique and special
the Albany Pine Bush is, and yes, funds to help make good things happen.
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(Financials Con nued)

The Social Committee Report
The Friends of the Pine Bush Social Commi ee was very ac ve in 2021, hos ng mostly online events and
three in-person events.
Online events included three Pine Bush Perspec ves “view and review” chats (traveling exhibit and 2019
show), three book club mee ngs (The Overstory, the World of Wonders, and Fox & I), a trip to the Galapagos presenta on by APBP staﬀ member Wendy Craney, and a presenta on about the Spring 2021 Ge ysburg Prescribed Fire by APBP staﬀ member Tyler Briggs.
The in-person events were the Flags of Gra tude event, the Wolf Hollow Brewing Social Mixer and a Mix &
Mingle meetup.com hike at Trailhead 1 (Yellow Loop).
Due to the uncertain es of COVID-19 the commi ee was never sure what to expect but found that generally
we were quite happy with the social connec ons that were made in the me of social distancing.
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Mission of the Friends

Reach us
By phone: 518-690-2764
By Email: info@pinebushfriends.org
By Mail:
Friends of the Pine Bush Community
195 New Karner Road, Albany
NY 12205
Web: www.PineBushFriends.org

The Friends of the Pine Bush Community
is committed to working with the Albany
Pine Bush Commission to provide
support and opportunities for the public
to participate in activities that contribute
to stewardship and appreciation of the
unique natural communities found in the
Albany Pine Bush Preserve.

Highlights of 2021
·

Comple on of a Cultural Resource Geodatabase, mapping project which will help the APBP staﬀ
recognize important archeological remnants that need protec on prior to any tree removal or soil
disturbance in the future. Friends’ funds ﬁnanced this eﬀort.

·

Social Hours via Zoom in response to the need to keep Friends connected.

·

Commenced a Friends of the Pine Bush Community Face Book page.

·

Assisted with Lupinefest from May 15 thru June 5 that included nature walks, tailga ng, pain ng class,
naturalist journaling and discovery kits for par cipants.

·

Revived a stagnant MeetUp group that includes 700+ members to generate interest in all Friends
ac vi es, including social walks and hikes.

·

Co-sponsored the 8th annual Pine Bush Perspec ves, a juried photo exhibit of nature photographs taken
within the Pine Bush Preserve, providing awards to the winners. Friends funded the purchase of weatherproof prints to be displayed along the sidewalk to the entrance of the Discovery Center.

·

Friends applied for and received a grant from Stewart’s Shops applied toward the prin ng of Mr Karner
Blue books to be used in support of the Help-the-Habitat program.

·

Con nued support for Science Lecture Series, via Zoom and webinar.

·

Con nued Ticket to Ride, a popular program that pays for the transporta on of children from schools and
youth groups to the Discovery Center and in 2021 involved equipment for remote class interac ons.

·

Supported the purchase of scien ﬁc instrumenta on trail maintenance materials such as 3M Geo Cell to
prevent soil erosion on heavily used paths.

·

Con nued the 12/20 Challenge (12 trails/20 miles) making brochures accessible at trailhead kiosks and
providing a small prize for those comple ng the hiking challenge. Thus far 75 have completed the
Challenge since its incep on.

·

Coordinated with the Regional Food Bank of Northeastern NY so Friends could volunteer as a group,
every-other-month, sor ng and packing fresh produce and other food for distribu on to food pantries.

·

Tabling at Guilderland Na onal Night Out and NYS DOT events. While these public events have been
more limited due to Covid restric ons, opportuni es to promote the APBP con nue.

·

Con nued ability for Friends to direct their on-line purchases to beneﬁt the Friends of the Pine Bush
Community, through Amazon Smile.

