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Dear friends,
The Albany Pine Bush Preserve
Commission is pleased to present
its Annual Report for "scal year
2016-2017. It highlights our
activities from April 1, 2016 to
March 31, 2017 and provides an
overview of our work to manage
and protect the 3,300-acre Albany
Pine Bush Preserve and operate
the Albany Pine Bush Discovery
Center sponsored by Trustco.
As the largest open space area in
New York’s Capital District, the
preserve protects one of the best
remaining inland pitch-pine scrub
oak barrens in the world. As a "redependent ecosystem, it provides
habitat for many plants and animals
and is home to 76 New York
State-designated wildlife Species
of Greatest Conservation Need,
including the state and federally
endangered Karner blue butter#y.
Characterized by rolling sand
dunes and over 20 miles of trails,
the preserve offers visitors many
recreational opportunities including
hiking, bird watching, crosscountry skiing, horseback riding,
mountain biking, hunting, "shing
and paddling.

As the gateway to the Pine Bush, the
Discovery Center is a state-of-the-art
LEED certi"ed interpretive center
where visitors come to understand
why the Pine Bush is rare and
special.
A visit to this unique destination
is an exciting exploration where
learning comes naturally through
interactive exhibits, an outdoor
Discovery Trail, and numerous
programs on the ecology, natural
history, cultural history and
management of the Pine Bush.
The Commission is public-private
partnership consisting of a board
of state, municipal and private
members that oversee a dedicated
and passionate group of employees
and volunteers who support and
manage the preserve and Discovery
Center year ‘round. This GloballyRare, Nationally Signi•cant and
Locally Distinct preserve receives
over 75,000 visitors annually and
is a National Natural Landmark,
Hudson River Valley National
Heritage Area Site, New York State
Unique Area, Bird Conservation
Area and National Audubon Society
Important Bird Area.

There are many ways to show your
support. Visit the preserve and
enjoy this beautiful habitat, come
to the Discovery Center and attend
an education program, become
a member of Friends of the Pine
Bush Community, work with our
staff as a citizen scientist or at the
Discovery Center as a volunteer,
sign up for our emails and join us
on social media. We look forward
to you joining us to protect, manage
and discover the Albany Pine Bush!

Sincerely,
Keith Goertz
Board Chair
NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation Director, Region 4

Christopher A. Hawver
Executive Director
Albany Pine Bush
Preserve Commission
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Background and Mission

What is the Commission and

Where is the Albany Pine

Established by the New York State
Legislature in 1988, the Commission
is a unique public-private partnership
that works with willing landowners
and a number of municipal, state,
federal and private partners to
assure the protection, restoration
and management of the natural and
cultural resources of the Albany Pine
Bush.

The Pine Bush contains remnants
of ice age sand plains that were part
of a vast river delta at the edge of
Glacial Lake Albany. The Pine Bush
spans parts of the cities of Albany
and Schenectady and the Towns of
Colonie and Guilderland and supports

what does it do?

In advancing its mission to protect
and manage the Albany Pine Bush
for ecological, recreational and
education bene•ts, the Commission
believes in a balanced approach that
takes into account the positions and
recommendations of its members as
well as input from property owners,
interest groups and the general public.
It has no regulatory authority.

Bush, and what does it contain?

the best worldwide example of an
inland pitch pine-scrub oak barrens
—a unique ecosystem— and more
than 76 wildlife Species of Greatest
Conservation Need. The Albany Pine
Bush Preserve consists of 3,300 acres
of lands protected within the Pine
Bush and managed by the Albany Pine
Bush Preserve Commission.

How does the Commission protect
and manage a viable Preserve?
Protects land: The Commission
works with willing landowners to
acquire or otherwise protect priority
lands within Pine Bush Protection
Areas with a goal of building a truly
viable Preserve of approximately
5,380 acres.

Commission member agencies on
how a project (in the study area) may
affect the creation and management of
a viable Preserve. The Commission
also provides recommendations on how
potentially negative impacts may be
minimized or avoided altogether.

Manages land: The Commission uses
prescribed •re, as well as mechanical
and chemical treatments to reduce
wild•re risk and restore ecological
communities, wildlife habitat, and
control invasive species.

Offers educational programing: The
Discovery Center provides visitors with
interactive exhibits and activities, and is
an invaluable tool for schools, colleges,
scouts and other groups. Through
hands-on discovery-based learning,
staff and volunteers help visitors learn
about the unique characteristics of
the Pine Bush and nurture a sense of
stewardship for the Preserve.

Reviews proposed development
projects: The Commission does not
have the ability to approve or deny
development projects, but does advise
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T he Board of Directors
April 1, 2016 - March 31, 2017
The Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission is established in the
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) and consists of
eleven voting members: the Commissioner of NYS DEC; the Commissioner
of the NYS State Of•ce of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation;
the Mayor of the City of Albany; the Town Supervisors of the Towns of
Colonie and Guilderland; the Chief Executive Of•cer of the County of
Albany; the State Director of the New York •eld of•ce of The Nature
Conservancy and four members appointed by the Governor with the advice
and consent of the Senate. The four appointed private citizen members
of the Commission are, by training, education, experience or attainment,
quali•ed to analyze, interpret or support matters relevant to the protection,
maintenance and management of the Albany Pine Bush Preserve.
Hon. Kathy M. Sheehan
Mayor
City of Albany

Anthony M. Wilkinson
The Nature Conservancy

Hon. Peter Barber
Supervisor
Town of Guilderland

Hon. Paula A. Mahan
Supervisor
Town of Colonie

Keith Goertz
Director, Region 4
NYS Department of
Environmental
Conservation

Hon. Daniel P. McCoy
Executive
Albany County

Rose Harvey
Commissioner,
NYS Of•ce of Parks
Recreation and
Historic Preservation
Citizen Members:
Dr. Harvey Alexander
John Brust
Nancy Pierson
Dr. Steven Rice

Prairie warbler photo by Daniel Vitro
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Saw-whet owls

Project and Programatic Highlights
Big news in the
Pine Bush…
The Friends of the Pine Bush
Community and Mohawk
Hudson Land Conservancy
partner on the •rst donated
property. The Mohawk Hudson
Land Conservancy closed on the
•rst parcel to be protected as part
of the Friends’ Land Protection
Campaign.
This 7.3 acre property consists
of healthy forested wetlands with
scattered upland portions and is
bounded on two sides by currently
protected preserve, adding to its
signi•cance. This critical habitat
is now protected due speci•cally
to those Friends’ donors who have
generously supported the Land
Protection Campaign, with special
thanks for an anonymous donor
providing a $4,000 match to all
contributions to the •rst year of the
campaign. In the 28-year history of
the preserve, there never has been
an outright donation of land.
Northern saw-whet owl banding.
We joined Project Owlnet a
continent-wide network of owl
banding stations that strive to

understand the nomadic migration
patterns of the Northern sawwhet (photo above). Our staff and
volunteers captured, banded and
released 28 owls.

Getting Involved…
Environmental education
internship. During 2016, four
college students volunteered a total
of 600 hours as Environmental
Education Interns. Through
this internship program, college
students assist with various aspects
of the Education Department
while gaining valuable experience
in environmental education
and interpretation. Our 2016
Environmental Education Interns
were from Skidmore College,
Siena College, Lehigh University,
and SUNY Albany.
Citizen Science programs
initiated. Citizen Science
programs offer preserve neighbors
opportunities to collect data and
promote scienti•c understanding of
the ecology and management of the
preserve while offering meaningful
opportunities to interact with
Commission scientists.

In our community…
Education programs for local
schools. Over 3,000 students
from local elementary and middle
schools (photo above) visited us for
hands-on programs that introduced
them to the ecology of the inland
pine barrens while achieving
national and state learning
standards. Also, a grant from 3M
was secured by the Friends of the
Pine Bush Community for the
design and implementation of the
new Student Scientists: Studying
Climate in the Albany Pine Bush
Preserve curriculum.
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Social media. During the summer,
we surpassed 10,000 people
following us on Facebook. This
achieves an Audience Development
Plan goal of being connected to
10K constituents. Next, we’ll
continue developing ways to
engage these people in new and
creative ways.
The Rapp Road Historical
Association (RRHA) held its
annual mixer at the Discovery
Center to raise funds to restore
historic houses on Rapp Road.
There were displays of historic
memorabilia, music by Azzaam
Hameed and Annette Harris
and a screening of Crossroads:
The History of Rapp Road. This
documentary shares the history
and legacy of a journey north
to Albany’s Pine Bush to !nd
freedom and a better way of life for
a church community rooted in the
deep south of Shubuta, MS in the
late 1920s. The documentary aired
on WMHT-PBS and was produced
by the RRHA, the Commission and
the NYS Museum.

including the Science Lecture
series, Pine Bush Pups series,
programs on ants, bees, beetles,
spittlebugs and “Tales from the
Taverns” (photo below) helped
raise awareness of the natural and
cultural history of the Albany Pine
Bush Preserve.

Happening on
V
Visit the Pine Bush… the ground…
Discovery Center update. We had
a busy 2016 with approximately
13,000 visits to the Discovery
Center. Visitors explored our
permanent exhibits as well
as several temporary exhibits
including Pine Bush Photography,
Pine Bush-themed quilts (photo
above), the Karner Station and
the National Natural Landmark
exhibit. Work also began on the
overhaul of a large permanent
exhibit called “Tell me a Story”
with design documents produced.
Completion of the exhibit overhaul
is anticipated in 2018.
Public programs. Interpretive
programs offered to the public
reached almost 3,000 participants
in the 2016-2017 !scal
year. A diversity of programs

Timber cruise. NYSDEC
Foresters completed a timber
cruise on 91 acres in the Rensselaer
Lake region of the preserve. In
the absence of !re, this region
has become a forest dominated by
oak, maple and white pine trees. In
an ongoing effort to restore these
sites back to an open pine barrens
landscape, the trees were thinned
signi!cantly to allow sunlight to
once again reach the forest "oor
enabling existing pine barrens
understory plants to "ourish.
Seed cleaning. An ongoing
strategic partnership with the US
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Plant Materials Center in Big Flats,
NY again provided an opportunity
to “clean” many pounds of seed

Tales from the Taverns photo by Wendy Craney
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collected from the preserve. Seed
of six different species was cleaned
this year, including over 19 lbs of
horsemint, which is a bit over 28
million seeds! We (photo below)
worked with USDA staff over the
course of two days to clean all
of the seed necessary for spring
planting.

Restoration planting.
Approximately 25 acres of former
invasive locust tree sites were
planted with wild blue lupine
and a mix of other native grasses
and forbs. An additional 20 acres
of sites that were burned in the
previous year, were interseeded
with just lupine seed. Interseeding
after burns has been tremendously
successful in establishing lupine in
other areas of the preserve.

Large-scale restoration projects.
La
These projects have the overall
Th
goal of restoring or maintaining the
go
globally rare inland pine barrens
gl
ecosystem. They include:
ec
• Pitch pine thinning in the
Madison Avenue Pinelands – 47
Ma
acres of pitch pine trees thinned
ac
in order to convert forest into pine
This technique was previously
barrens and reduce the risk for
employed at the corner of Old
crown "res
State Road and Kings Road (north
• Pitch pine and tree oak thinning
of the intersection) where "elds
in Rapp Barrens – 91 acres of pitch
of #owering blue lupine (photo
pine and oak forest thinned in order
above) can now be observed.
to convert forest into pine barrens
• Black locust removal in Blueberry
Hill East – 60 acres of invasive
Field season. The 2016 "eld
black locust trees removed, and the
season resulted in an enormous
site root raked in order to eliminate
amount accomplished by staff
this invasive species and the site
including several seasonal
employees. A new trail was created prepared for restoration planting
linking the Great Dune to Madison with native pine barrens species in
Avenue, boundaries were posted on the following spring
"ve preserve parcels that had been • Scrub oak mowing in Karner
Barrens East and West, and
unmarked, invasive species were
Blueberry Hill West – 78 acres of
treated along 15 miles of preserve
overgrown scrub oak mowed in
trail edges and over 25 acres of
order to maintain the pine barrens
interior preserve lands, trails were
in these areas between prescribed
maintained, record amounts of
"res.
seed collected, and property and
equipment maintained.
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Our expert staff…
Training. We again partnered with
NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) Forest
Rangers to host the introduction to
wildland !re!ghting certi!cation.
Thirty-three local people interested
in volunteering at the preserve and
participating in the NYS wild!re
program completed the course.
Commission Burn Boss. Fire
Management and GIS Specialist,
Tyler Briggs (photo below),
completed the !nal requirements
for federal National Wildland Fire
Coordinating Group (NWCG)
certi!cation as a prescribed !re
burn boss.

Prescribed Fire at home and
abroad. We burned 49 acres
during six controlled burns in 2016.
Preserve volunteers and several
regional partners including US
Fish and Wildlife Service, National
Park Service (NPS), The Nature
Conservancy (TNC), Stanford
Heights Fire Department and NYS
Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) assisted
our staff with implementing these
!res.
Our staff assisted partners with 175
acres of prescribed !re, including
the NYSDEC, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, the NPS, and the
US Department of Agriculture. Our
staff also assisted with suppressing
the 2,700-acre Sam’s Point wild!re
and the 1,100-acre Harriman State
Park wild!re.

Our latest research…
Prairie warblers. Science staff
collaborated with the University
of Massachusetts at Amherst to
use geolocator-tracking devices to
study the timing and location of
migratory pathways, staging areas
and overwintering sites of prairie
warblers that breed in the preserve.
Photo above: prairie warbler with
geolocator.

Bird research. 2016 was the 4th
year working with the United
States Geological Survey and the
Institute for Bird Populations to
investigate breeding season bird
populations in the preserve. Staff
captured, banded and released 521
birds from 38 species. Our staff and
volunteers completed the 9th year
of fall migration bird banding in the
preserve, banding an incredible 694
birds from 58 species.
We’re excited about the future,
and have begun to implement what
we’ve learned through our strategic
planning efforts. We are aligning
our work to be better focused with
a clear direction to accomplish
our mission while being more
constituency centered. Come
and visit your Albany Pine Bush
Preserve and Discovery Center
to experience this Globally-Rare,
Nationally Signi!cant and Locally
Distinct open space resource in
your own backyard!

7

How can I get involved?
Volunteer
With the help of volunteer docents
and educators, the Discovery
Center offers many opportunities
through programs and exhibit
interpretation about the natural
and cultural history of the Pine
Bush. The Pine Bush also provides
hundreds of volunteers and partners
with rewarding opportunities
for hands-on conservation work.
Volunteer researchers help monitor
rare species and study habitat
quality. Through boundary posting,
trail clearing, habitat restoration
and interpretive projects, volunteers
are also working to make the
preserve safe and enjoyable for all
who visit and live here.
Visit the Commission website,
AlbanyPineBush.org, and click
on Events Calendar for current
volunteer opportunities.

Through knowledge,
participation and a
show of support

Friends of the Pine
Bush Community

Friends of the Pine Bush
Community, Inc. is a 501(c)3
The Commission is working to
membership organization formed
build broad-based, sustained local
for the charitable and educational
support for preserve protection and
purpose of supporting the
management. Supporters active in
activities of the Commission.
preserve research and management
The Friends work cooperatively
through citizen science and
with Commission staff to add
attending presentations reinforce
additional land to the preserve,
the APBPC brand as Globally-Rare,
further conservation and education
Nationally Signi•cant, and Locally
within the preserve, especially
Distinct. They help to further
through organized activities and
establish its position as the place
programs at the Discovery Center.
with which to af!liate for those
Supporters can become a member
interested in conservation science,
by picking up a membership form
ecology, and natural history.
at the Discovery Center or through
PineBushFriends.org.
Pine Bush enthusiasts can show
support by signing up for email
updates on AlbanyPineBush.org,
and liking the preserve on Facebook
and Twitter.
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Financial Highlights
Condensed Statement of Activities
(For Year Ended March 31, 2017)

Revenues, Gains and Other Support
Government Grants

$ 2,532,306

Mitigation Revenue

$ 361,010

Lease Revenue

$ 127,132

Investment Income

$ 228,825

Contribution Revenue

$

71,643

Program/Other Revenue

$

38,520

Total Revenues, Gains and Other Support

$ 3,359,436

Expenses
Personnel and Administrative

$ 1,765,158

Contract and Professional Fees

$ 671,794

Conservation and Programs

$ 403,440

Cost of Capital

$ 254,305

Total Expenses

$ 3,094,697

Change in Net Assets

$

PLUS: Net Assets at Beginning of Year

$ 11,243,340

Net Assets at End of Year

$ 11,508,079

264,739
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Financial Highlights
Revenue and Expenses
(For Year Ended March 31, 2017)
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Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission
Current Staff
Christopher Hawver
Executive Director

Joel Hecht
Stewardship Director

Lisa Anthony
Director of Finance & Operations

Jesse Hoffman
Preserve Steward & Botanist

Grace Barber
Outreach Coordinator

Erin Kinal
Education Program Director

Tyler Briggs
Fire Management & GIS Specialist

Patricia McLaughlin
Finance & Of!ce Coordinator

Steven Campbell
Conservation Biologist

Sara Poggi-Decker
Education Program Manager

Jacqueline Citriniti
Lead Educator

Ericka Small
Community Engagement
Coordinator

Wendy Craney
Communications Director
Amanda Dillon
Field Ecologist & Entomologist
Blake Hastie-Etchison
Discovery Center Manager
Neil Gifford
Conservation Director

Contact Us
Albany Pine Bush
Preserve Commission
195 New Karner Road, Suite 1
Albany, NY 12205
(518) 456-0655
info@albanypinebush.org
AlbanyPineBush.org
The Discovery Center is open
DAILY weekdays 9AM-4PM
and weekends 10AM-4PM.
Closed Thanksgiving,
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day.

Margaret Stein
Of!ce Manager
Victoria Stoodley
Visitor Services Specialist
Visitor Services Associates
Ashley Ableman
Jodi Nash
Sarah Reilly
Jazmin Thomas
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Albany Pine Bush
Preserve Commission
195 New Karner Road, Suite 1
Albany, NY 12205
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info@albanypinebush.org
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